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  From your Administrative Team! 
 

We are at the beginning of the final three months of the school, with lots of 
exciting learning ahead!  We encourage students to continue to focus on their 
studies and to put forth their best effort.  Parents can support their children by 
ensuring regular attendance so students are present for lessons and can benefit 
from instruction.  As well, parents can ensure students are well rested and in 
bed at an age appropriate time.  As children’s minds and bodies are rapidly de-
veloping, they need lots of sleep.  It is suggested that children aged three to six 
need 10-12 hours of sleep and seven to twelve year olds need 10-11 hours.  
When your child tells you, “Everyone else gets to stay up later!” reflect on how 
they behave in the morning.  If they wake up on their own or are ready to get 
up when you wake them - they’ve had enough sleep.  If they are reluctant to 
get up, slow or grumpy, consider an earlier bedtime.  A warm bath, followed by 
a story read by mom or dad is a great way to help students wind down and be 
ready to fall asleep.  
 

Our Grade 6 students will participate in the EQAO assessment during the week 
of May 27th and Grade 3 students during the week of June 3rd.  Please avoid 
scheduling appointments during these times.  Many parents ask how they can 
prepare their child for writing the test.  As EQAO tests are based on The Ontario 
Curriculum, the best way to help your child is to continue to support his or her 
success at school throughout the year!    
 

The process for organizing for the 2013-14 school year is well underway.  When 
planning the school organization, we take into account a number of factors to 
provide an optimum learning environment in each classroom.  These include:  a 
range of student performance levels, gender balance, social interaction, special 
needs, etc.  As we begin the process of student placements, we invite your in-
put regarding your child’s needs.  Should you have any information that you 
feel we are currently unaware of, and that you believe is relevant to your child’s 
class placement for next year, please put this in writing to Mrs. Maybury by 
April 19th.  As teaching assignments see continual adjustments to the end of 
the school year, sometimes into the summer or beyond, we cannot consider 
requests for a specific staff member.  In creating balanced, successful classes, 
our staff use their professional judgment, and expertise in working with chil-
dren, to make informed decisions about placements.   
 

As always, we look forward to working with you and your children.   
Happy spring! 
 
Kim Maybury    Deanna Durfy 
Principal    Vice-Principal 

 

EQAO  
Testing 

 

Grade 6 
May 27 to May 31   

 

Grade 3 
 June 3 to June 7  

 

 

 

Avoid appointments 

during these times, 

please.   
 

We hope to see 

 students at school 

every day of the 

testing.  

APRIL 
2013 
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Integrity 
 

From the earliest years, children are 
taught that they should always tell the truth.  As they get 
older, go to school, and develop relationships with other chil-
dren, they begin to encounter situations where telling the 
truth isn’t easy.  It is hard for children to grasp the difference 
between speaking up and tattling.  Tattling is done with the 
goal of getting someone in trouble.  Speaking up, is a con-
structive action based on positive values such as justice, fair-
ness, responsibility, honesty and protecting others’ safety. 
 

We show integrity by trying to do what is right, even in diffi-
cult situations.  People with integrity have strong values, and 
can be trusted to behave according to those values.  If you 
have integrity, you are honest, trustworthy and sincere.  
Some  books that you may want to read include: 
 

Primary 
The Lie that Grew and Grew by Mark Thurman 
Franklin Fibs by Paulette Boureois 
A Day’s Work by Eve Bunting 
The Emperor’s New Clothes by Hans Christian Andreson 
 

Junior 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
Caged Eagles by Eric Walter 
Cheater, Cheater by Elizabeth Levy 
Devil on My Back by Monica Hughes 
 

Intermediate 
Wringer by Jerry Spinelli 
What Should I Do? by Andrea R. Vander Pluym 
Chicken Soup for the Sports Fan’s Soul by Jack Canfield 
The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens by Sean Covey 
 

Here are some strategies to consider: 
Talk with your child about what it means to be an honest 
and trustworthy person and why it is important.  
Use these scenarios to start a discussion with your child:                      

1. You accidentally rode your bike into your neighbor’s 
flower garden. Many flowers are broken.  Nobody saw 
you do it.  What can you go?  What can you say? 

2. You told a friend you couldn’t go to her house. You said 
you had to visit your aunt. That was a lie. You go to the 
mall and see your friend there. What can you do? What 
can you say? 

3. You borrowed a pencil from your friend.  You forgot 
and chewed on the pencil.  It’s full of bite marks.  What 
can you do?  What can you say? 

Watch a T.V. program or movie together, and talk about the 
ways in which the characters acted honestly/dishonestly to-
wards one another. 

 

 Lunch Arrangements 
 

With the warmer weather arriving, students 
may be asking their parents for written per-
mission to leave the school grounds at lunch 
to walk to the various plazas at Major 
Mackenzie Drive and Bayview Avenue.  With-
out parental supervision, we are discouraging 
this practice, as we are concerned about stu-
dent safety.   It is recommended that stu-
dents remain on school property at lunch.   
 

As there is considerable traffic on Major 
Mackenzie Drive, when students are walking 
to the plaza or to a friend’s house they must 
contend with their personal safety around 
traffic.  When students are walking in groups, 
they are typically focused on themselves or 
others in the group and not on the traffic 
around them. 
 

It is not recommended that groups of stu-
dents be “home alone” unsupervised.  As 
children in groups behave differently than 
they do as individuals, they are sometimes 
inclined to make poor choices, especially 
when surrounded by peers.  At school, adult 
supervision is provided.  Parents needs to 
consider a number of safety factors when 
deciding to give permission for children to 
leave school at lunch. 
 

We would  like to  remind  everyone, that 
students who have permission to leave must:  
sign out in the office.  Student will provide a 
note from home or a permission form signed 
from the beginning of the year must be on 
file, in order to leave school property.  
 

Students who wish to leave during lunch 
must make plans in advance. Last minute  
permission calls cannot be made in the office. 



 

 

Attendance / Safe Arrival 

905-884-2693 
 

After morning announcements 
and afternoon entry, we check 
attendance and class lists are 
sent to the office identifying 
students who are absent.   
 

When a child is absent or late, parents are asked to 
send a note in advance to the homeroom teacher or 
call the school office.  The answering machine is on at 
all hours, so parents can leave a message whenever it 
is convenient.   
 

When a student is not in school and is not accounted 
for our secretaries must contact the families of every 
child.  This takes a considerable amount of time each 
day.  For each child, they will : 
 

Call home to see if the child is there, then 
Call the parent/guardian at work/mobile, then 
Call the emergency contact numbers on file, and 
finally (if we are unable to speak to anyone to 
confirm the child’s safety),  
Call the York Regional Police.   

 

This call is a safety check; in accordance with the 
YRDSB Safe Arrival Policy #665. 
 

Your phone call is important!   
 

Please help us reduce the time spent on this task. 

 

School Council 
 

Spring Fling Dance 

and Basket Raffle 
Our Annual Spring Fling 
Dance and Basket Raffle will  
be  held Thursday, May 9th 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  
The basket prizes will be 
drawn at 8:00 p.m. with the 
proceeds going to support 
our Grade 8 Graduation.    
 

Admission to the dance is free! 
 

Drinks & snacks will be on sale in the atrium for $1. 
 

Basket draw tickets will be sold at the dance for $1. 
 

To simplify the process of creating the baskets, we 
will be asking for financial donations.   Our council  
will  then   shop  for the basket items and will assist 
in their preparation.  A letter will be coming home 
later this month.   
 

This event is an exciting and festive annual occasion 
for our entire school community and we are very 
much looking forward to it!  We hope you are too! 
 

Everyone in the family is invited to join the celebra-
tion—mom, dad, grandparents, aunts, uncles, broth-
ers, sisters, cousins, etc.!   
 

We look forward to seeing everyone there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meetings 
Our next school council meeting will be held on 
Monday, April 8th at 7 p.m. in the “Hive”.   
Subsequent meetings are tentatively scheduled for:  
May 13th, and June TBA.   
 

All community members are welcome!  

 

You’re The Chef !  
 

We are excited to again be offer-
ing the “You’re the Chef” pro-
gram to our intermediate stu-
dents again this year.   This pro-
gram is scheduled for three 

weeks:  May 30, June 6 and June 13; from 4:30-9:00 
p.m. in the atrium and staff room. 
 

Thank you in advance, to all of our school council par-
ent volunteers for giving so generously of your time 
to teach students about food preparation, healthy 
food choices and kitchen cleanliness. 
 

No doubt, this years’ group of students will have a 
delicious learning experience!  We are hoping that 
some samples will make their way to the office!  
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Junior Kindergarten  

Registration 
 

JK registration is well underway.   Registration forms 
are available at:  www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca.  
 

Children who:  turn four years old in 2012;  live within 
the school boundary; and whose parents are Public 
School Tax Supporters;  are eligible to register.  All 
documentation must be submitted and completed 
before your child can be enrolled. 
 

Documents required for registration include: 
• Proof of child’s age (birth certificate/passport) 
• Proof of residency (child and parent/guardian) 
• Citizenship and immigration status (if applicable) 
• Direction of school support form (school office) 
 

Children born in 2009 are eligible for JK and children 
born in 2008 are eligible for SK. Current JK students 
do not need to register, as they are already enrolled. 
 

Welcome to Kindergarten Evening 
Parents of children who will be starting JK in Septem-
ber 2013 are invited to join us for an information eve-
ning on Thursday, May 23rd. Details to follow. 
 

 

Are You Moving? 
 

In planning for next year’s classes, it is most help-
ful to know if your child will be attending another 
school in September 2013.  If you know you will 
be moving and your children will be changing 
schools, please let us know as soon as possible.  
This will help us to organize  classes for next year.     

If your plans change, your child is always wel-
come and has a spot at their home school. 

 

 

Spring Weather and  

Dressing for  

Outdoor Recess 
 

We would like to remind everyone 
of the importance of ensuring chil-
dren are dressed for outdoor play.  Students are 
encouraged to wear a warm coat/jacket, rubber 
boots and hats depending on the temperature. 
 

Parents sometimes request their children remain   
indoors during recess because they are not feeling 
well. Students with illnesses serious enough to 
prevent them from participating in physical edu-
cation, recesses or outdoor activities, should re-
main at home until their condition improves.  
 
 

Children need to be dressed to enjoy invigorating 
outdoor spring play.  We ask that children have 
outdoor boots at school everyday (rain or snow).   
 
At this time of year, with the changing weather, 
the yard is often snowy or wet.  As few children 
can resist a puddle, they sometimes come in from 
recess wet.  Students are asked to keep an extra 
pair of pants and socks to change into should the 
ones they wore to school become wet.  Please 
remember to label all articles of clothing.    

 
 

Grades 7 & 8   
 
 
 

 

Grade 7 & 8  Summer School 
Students in Grade 7 and 8 have the opportunity to 
attend summer school.  There is no cost and transpor-
tation is provided.  If you would like your child to at-
tend, please contact the school office for information.   
 
Grade 8 Orientation Visits to high schools   
Students will have the opportunity to visit high 
schools on Wednesday, May 1st. 
 
Grade 8 Graduation 
The graduation ceremony will be held at 6:30 p.m. on  
Monday, June 24th in the school gymnasium.   Each 
graduate may invite up to four guests.   Following the 
ceremony light refreshments will be served in the 
atrium.  On Tuesday, June 25th graduates will attend 
a catered luncheon in the library, followed by a dance 
party in the gym.  Graduates will be dismissed from 
school at 3: 00 p.m. 



News from Student Council!  
 

Our Student Council Representatives are continuing 
their efforts to bring student voice, choice and spirit 
to the halls of Walter Scott P.S.   Our Grade 8 stu-
dents now have the opportunity to eat together as a 
group in the atrium.   Our Student Council Reps are 
selling popcorn at recess on Thursday as part of their 
fund raising efforts.  Just prior to Easter, students and 
staff participated in our very first “Bunny Ears Day”.  
Everyone had a hopping good time!  More spirit days 
are planned. 

 Drop Off and Pick Up Times 

Supervision of students is provided 
on the school yard starting at 8:15 
a.m.  Students may not be dropped 
off prior to 8:15 a.m.   At the end of 
the school day, students must be picked up 
promptly at 3:00 p.m.  Please ensure your punctu-
ality, as there is no  supervision  for  students after 
school and students cannot be left unattended.  
 

Your cooperation in ensuring the safety and well 
being of our students is greatly appreciated!     
 

Before and After  
School Daycare  

Program 
The before and after school program at WSPS is run 
by the YMCA.  This program is available for students 
in Kindergarten, up to the age of 12.  The hours of 
operation are from 7:00-8:30 a.m. and from 3:00-
6:00 p.m.  For information, call 416-843-1004. 

 

Breakfast Club 
 

Our Breakfast Club is run by a wonderful team of 
volunteers, who come to the school to prepare and 
serve a nourishing breakfast daily for those children 
who are unable to have breakfast before leaving for 
school.  There is no charge, as the program is sup-
ported by individual donations as well as a grant 
from the provincial government.  Please consider a 
financial or food donation, or a donation of your 
time.   For information please contact Enid Mann, 
Breakfast Club Coordinator at 905-884-8868 or 
speak to our school secretary, Mrs. Reid. 

 

Appropriate Dress 
 

As the warm weather approaches, students look for-
ward to wearing summer attire.  Please remember that 
students are expected to come to school dressed for 
learning.  School is their ‘job’ and to be successful, stu-
dents must focus their attention and energy on school-
related matters.   Modest dress is expected. 
 

As a general rule, clothing needs to meet in the middle 
and “private parts” need to remain private.   
Specifically:   

Bandanas, tops with thin straps, tank tops, cropped 
tops, halter tops and undershirts worn on their own, 
are not permitted. 
Shorts and skirts are to be mid thigh or longer 
Undergarments must be covered (i.e. no low rise 
pants revealing underwear). 
Hats and headbands are not permitted indoors (other 
than for religious or medical purposes). 
Inappropriate messages on clothing are not permitted.  

 

Our students are part of a community of learners, who 

endeavour to be the best they can each and every day. 
 

Remember dress for success!     

 

Excerpt from “The Reading Mother” 
 

“You may have tangible wealth untold, 

Caskets of jewels and coffins of gold, 
Richer than I you can never be - 
I had a parent who read to me.” 

 

--by Gillian Strickland 



 

 Important Dates 
 

April 1 Easter Monday 
April 4 SK Graduation Photos 
May 1 High school Orientation Visits 
May 9 Spring Fling Dance & Basket Raffle 
May 20 Victoria day  
May 23 Welcome to Kindergarten 7 pm 
Week of May 27 EQAO testing for Grade 6 
Week of June 3 EQAO testing for Grade 3 
June 7 PA day  
June 24 Term 2 Report Cards go Home 
 Grade 8 Graduation 6:30 p.m. 
June 25 Grade 8 Luncheon & Dance 
June 28 PA day  

 

Bus Eligibility  
Did you know that students’ 
bussing eligibility changes 
throughout their school ca-
reer? Your child’s eligibility to 
ride the school bus may 
change according to their grade and distance from 
home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility 
identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680:  
• All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 
km of their school are not eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 
km of their school are not eligible for transportation  
• All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a 
transit served area are not eligible for transportation.  
 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, 
please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more informa-
tion about bus transportation and to determine your 
child’s eligibility visit www.schoolbuscity.com.  

School Visitors 
 

Please remember, EVERYONE 
(including parents) must sign in at the 
office and wear a visitor’s pass.   Par-
ents may not go to the classroom to 

speak to a teacher.  This includes drop off and pick 
up times.   If there is information to share with the 
teacher, please send a note or drop by the office. 
 

At dismissal times, students are expected to meet 
their families outside.  Please pick an outdoor meet-
ing spot.  
 

Following these procedures fosters independence 
and ensures increased safety for all.   We appreciate 
your support in keeping our students safe! 

 
Lost and Found 

 

Please remind your child to have a look, or drop by 
yourself, to retrieve lost items.  There are three bins in  
the school  (Primary hall, Office, Junior/Intermediate 
hall).   Items not collected are donated to charity. 



NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
A. Stewart 

KINDERGARTEN  
STUDENTS 

in the Library 
Kindergarten students will continue to select 
books from the book nook as well as non-fiction 
books and are invited to take from the display 
table (seasonal, holidays, etc). 
 
In April we will begin using Tux Paint, a free 
award-winning computer literacy program that  
combines an easy-to-use interface, fun sound 
effects, and an encouraging cartoon mascot who 
guides the children.   
 
Please make sure your child’s book comes to 
school on the right day, so he/she can get a 
sticker and a new book. 
 

Library Days 
Brown is Monday 
Larter is Thursday 
Bassel is Friday 
Sebald is Friday 

Grade 1 Students  

in the Library 
 

Grade 1 students are now familiar with all 

the tools in the Bitstrips comic program.  

We will now focus on creating comics, 

starting with one page, continuing to a  

2-panel comic and culminating with a  

3-panel comic that promotes sun safety. 

 

It would be helpful if you could talk to your 

child(ren) about sun safety (use sun screen, 

wear a hat, drink plenty of water, use a 

tree or umbrella for shade, etc.) to  

reinforce my lessons. 

 
Students continue to practise their typing 

skills. 

       Attention 

       Grade 8 Parents! 
 Ms Stewart is preparing a slide show 

  for the grade 8 graduation ceremony 

and she needs a baby picture of each graduating student. 

Please send in a baby picture of your child as soon as possible.   

It will be scanned and returned immediately. 

Students in grades 1, 2 & 3 are invited to bring a book to share with an 

Intermediate student.  After sharing their first book the students 

will receive a sticker, after 5 books—a pencil, after 10 books—a book-

mark and after 15 books—a trip to the prize box.  Be sure to drop in! 

 

Monday morning recess 

* all Primary students * 

 



 

In the halls at Walter Scott P.S. 



 



 

Kids Rules for Online Safety 
 

Reference: http://www.safekids.com/kids-rules-for-online-safety/ 
 

These rules are aimed mostly at pre-teens.  It is now very common, and generally safe, for teens and even older 
pre-tens to upload pictures and information about themselves on social networking sites, however caution is still 
necessary to make sure that posts, images and videos are appropriate. 
 

Please read and discuss with your child(ren) these internet safety rules/tips: 
 

1. I will not give out personal information such as my address, telephone number, parents’ work address or 
telephone number, or the name and location of my school without my parents’ permission. 

 
2. I will tell my parents right away if I come across any information that makes me feel uncomfortable. 
 
3. I will never agree to get together with someone I “meet” online without first checking with my parents. If 

my parents agree to the meeting, I will be sure that it is in a public place and bring a parent along. 
 
4. I will never send a person my picture or anything else without first checking with my parents.* 
 
5. I will not respond to any messages that are mean or in any way make me feel uncomfortable. It is not my 

fault if I get a message like that. If I do I will tell my parents right away. 
 
6. I will talk with my parents so that we can set up rules for going online and using a mobile phone. We will 

decide upon the time of day that I can be online, the length of time I can be online and appropriate areas 
for me to visit. I will not access other areas or break these rules without their permission. 

 
7. I will not give out my passwords to anyone (even my best friends) other than my parents. 
 
8. I will check with my parents before downloading or installing software or doing anything that could possibly 

hurt our computer or mobile device or jeopardize my family’s privacy* 
 
9. I will be a good online citizen and not do anything that hurts other people or is against the law. 
 
10. I will help my parents understand how to have fun and learn things online and teach them things about the 

Internet, computers and other technology. 
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  News from the Walter Scott 

                   Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 
 

Special events for you and your children aged 0-6 years are always happening at the Walter Scott 

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre.   One day it might be a bus trip to a local place of interest; another 

day it might be a chance to create a delicious treat to enjoy at snack time while still another day, it might 

be a chance to work with professional artist, Tiziana Guido.  We also host many community visitors like 

Kathy from The York Centre for Children, Youth and Families, Marlene from York Region Preschool 

Speech and Language, and even our own Kindergarten educators who come into the Parenting and 

Family Literacy Centre to answer questions that you might have about supporting your child’s transition 

to Kindergarten.  

 

We hope you and your children will be able to join us for some of the upcoming Walter Scott PFLC 

special events: 

 Thursday April 4
th

 - Kathy from The York Centre for Children, Youth and Families   

 Monday April 8
th

  -  Kindergarten Educator Visit  

 Tuesday April 9
th

  -  Professional Artist – Tiziana Guido – “Working with Watercolours” 

 
Parent Worker: Vida Ansari                 Open:  Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   

No cost or registration required            Snacks are provided for the children 

 

 

 

 Positive Parenting TIP 

Cooking and baking are family activities that are fun to do and highly educational for our children.  Not 

only are they practising their measurement skills but they are also learning important information about 

healthy living.  Knowing how to follow a recipe like the one below to make play dough is a first step to 

writing the kind of instructions that are essential to the world of science and technology.  And what better 

problem is there to solve than trying to figure out which cookie might have the most chocolate chips!   

 

Play Dough Recipe   2 cups of plain flour 

     4 tablespoons of 'cream of tartar' 

     2 tablespoons of cooking oil 

     1 cup of salt 

     2 cups of boiling water 

     Couple drops of food colouring 

 

     1.  Put all ingredients into a mixing bowl. 

    2.  Mix well. 

    3.  Place dough on clean surface and knead like bread. 

          

 
 

 

 



 



 



BAYVIEW SECONDARY SCHOOL 
Presents 

 

Adolescence: The Stormy Decade” 
 

A PRACTICAL AND COMPREHENSIVE FREE PRESENTATION 
FOR PARENTS OF TEEN-AGERS AND PRE-TEENS 

with 

Dr. Ron Clavier  

Thursday, April 18, 2013 

                                           7:30 – 9:30 p.m.  
    “Let’s get something straight right from the start:  
    Parenting teenagers is a tough business. You  
    want to protect your kids and help them, but you  
   don’t understand them. What goes on in their brains  
   is beyond you.”  -Dr. Ron Clavier 
        
 

 

 

Books will be    
    available for   
    Purchase  
    ($20 cash only) 

 
 

Bayview Secondary School is pleased to welcome renowned 
clinical psychologist and neuroscientist Dr. Ron Clavier, author 
of Teen Brain, Teen Mind. 

 

“Dr. Clavier has the unique ability to help parents see inside the drama of the teenage mind.”  
   – parent comment 

 
Presentation is open to all York Region Parents 

Register by April 16th indicating the number of persons attending at: bay-
view.ss2@sc.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

Light Refreshments                                                                                     Door Prizes 

 

Bayview Secondary School 
10077 Bayview Avenue, Richmond Hill, Ontario, L4C 2L4   
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

Easter Monday 

Holiday 

(No School) 

2 

 

Pizza Day 

3 

 

Mr. Sub Lunch 

4  
 

SK Graduation 

Photos 

 

 

5 6 

7 
 

World Health 

Day 

 

8 

 

School Council 

7:00 p.m. 

9 

 

Pizza Day 

10 11 

 

Grade 6 V.I.P. 

 
 

12 13 

14 

 

Baisakhi 

 

 

15 16 
 

Grade 3 to 

Richmond Hill 
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